Are we overwhelming physicians with medical record review?
The importance of the medical record as a communication tool and as evidence of treatment demands the systematic evaluation of record adequacy. In fact, standards of the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals require such a review. Yet in some hospitals, medical record review is perceived as nothing more than a paper exercise. What might medical record practitioners do to minimize the time required for an effective record review? The author suggests methods proven successful at a small hospital in Oregon.